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The Anti-Slavery Reporter. 


[Zhe Editor, whilst grateful to all correspondents who may be kind enough 
to furnish him with information, desires to state that he 7s not responsible for 
theviews stated by them, nor for quotations which may be inserted from other 
journals. The object of the REPORTER 7s to spread information, and articles 
are necessarily quoted which may contain views or statements for which their 
authors can alone be held responszble. | 


Brazil. 


Law Wo. 3353, of 13th May, 188s. 
DECLARES SLAVERY IN BRAZIL EXTINCT. 


THE Princess Imperial Regent, in the name of His Majesty the 
Emperor, Sk. DoM PEDRO II., makes known to all the subjects of the 
Empire that the General Assembly has decreed, and she has sanctioned, 
the following Law: 

ARTICLE I.—From the date of this Law Slavery in Brazil is 
declared extinct. 

ARTICLE II.—The dispositions to the contrary are revoked. 

It is therefore ordered to all authorities to whom the knowledge and 
execution of the said Law belong, that they shall execute and cause to 
be executed all therein contained. 

The Secretary of State for the Affairs of Agriculture, Commerce, and 
Public Works, and ad interim of Foreign Affairs; BACHAREL RODRIGO 
AUGUSTO DA SILVA, of the Council of His Majesty the Emperor, will 
have it printed, published, and distributed. 

Given in the Palace of Rio de Janeiro, on the 13th of May, 1888, the 
67th of Independence and of the Empire. 


PRINCESS IMPERIAL REGENT. 
RODRIGO AUGUSTO DA SILVA. 











DEBATES IN THE BRAZILIAN PARLIAMENT ON THE 
ABOLITION BILL. 


WE have no copy of the speeches made during the debates, but are enabled 
to give a few short extracts published by the Rzo News, of May 15th. Unfor- 
tunately none of Senhor Nasuco’s speeches are given. 

May 7th.— The Premier stated his reasons for taking office, and explained 
that the programme of the Ministry was sufficiently outlined in the Speech from the 
Throne. Regarding abolition, he stated that the Government Bill for that purpose 


would be presented on the following day. Deputies Macret, Nasuco, LouRENGO DE 
ALBUQUERQUE, and DuarTE DE AZEVEDO spoke. 
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May 8th.—In the Chamber, the Minister of Agriculture read the Government 
project for the abolition of Slavery, which was as follows, viz : 


Art. rst.—Slavery in Brazil is declared extinct. 

Art. 2nd.—The dispositions to the contrary are revoked. 

Upon this the spectators broke out with loud applause. Deputy Nasuco moved, 
and the motion was approved,’that the project be sent to a special committee. The 
committee consisted of Deputies DuarTE DE AZEVEDO, NABUCO, GONCGALVES 
FERREIRA, AFFONSO CELSO, Jr.,, and ALFREDO CorREIA; the Session was suspended 
for a time, when the committee reported, endorsing the project (applause). Deputy 
ANDRADE FIGUEIRA attacked the impatience shown by the supporters of the law, and 
criticised the action of the President of the Chamber with reference to the appiause 
from the galleries, which, he said, disturbed the august majesty of the enclosure of the 
representatives of the nations. Deputy NaBuco also spoke. 

May gth.—In the Chamber, Deputy ANDRADE FIGUEIRA again lifted his voice in 
protest against the Abolition Law, which he considered an unwarrantable interference 
of the Government, for the noble-hearted planters were willingly freeing their Slaves, 
and there was therefore no necessity for the Government to interfere. The bill passed 
second reading amended by the insertion of the words, “ from the date of this law”’ ; 
only nine deputies, nearly all from the province of Rio de Janeiro, voting zay. 


May 1oth.—In the Chamber, the Minister of Empire gave it to be understood 
that the health of the Emperor was satisfactory. Deputy LOUREN¢GO DE ALBUQUERQUE 
spoke on the Abolition Bill, and his remarks seemed directed to his constituents in 
Alagéas, as they were of no interest to the public. Deputy PEpRo Luiz made a kind of 
funeral discourse as to the late ministry, in which he defended the BARAO DE COTEGIPE 
and Senator PauLino, and criticised the majority of the Chamber as to their change of 
front. He thought indemnification was due to planters, say in three per cent. Govern- 
ment stock. It appears that about two-thirds of the planters of Rio de Janeiro cannot 
pay their debts, and having no credit must go tothe wall. The bill was passed in 
third discussion to be sent to the Senate. The spectators invaded the Chamber, and 
threw flowers over everybody ; the Session was adjourned. 


May 11th.—In the Senate the abolition project was received from the Chamber, 
and referred to a special committee, which at once reported. The committee consisted 
of Senators Danras, Arronso CELSO, TEIXEIRA, Jr., VISCONDE DE PELOTAs, and 
TAUNAY. 

May 12th.—In the Senate, BARAO DE COTEGIPE made one of his masterly 
discourses on the abolition project, in which he was as usual satirical, and unusually 
theatrical. Commencing by claiming protection against interruption from spectators, 
he proceeded to attack Senator PRapo, and to prophecy civil war, or something like it, 
bankruptcy, socialism, etc. His speech was undoubtedly a powerful effort, and it seems 
a pity it was lost on so bad a cause. It was listened to with all attention and few 
interruptions, save when occasionally the biting expressions produced hilarity. His 
opinion is that to the Liberal party should have fallen the glory of passing the law. 
The bill passed second reading. 


May 13th.—The Senate met in special Session to-day (Sunday), and passed the 
Abolition Law after Senator PAULINO pE Souza had made some remarks, and Senators 
Dantas and CorreEIA had spoken. The Premier announced that the latest news from 
the Emperor was favourable, and that the Princess Regent would be at the City 
Palace to receive the committee appointed to present the Abolition Law at three p.m. 
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ADDRESS TO THE EMPEROR OF BRAZIL. 
FROM THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
To His Impertat Majesty Dom Pepro II., Emperor oF Br4ZIL. 


S1rE,—The AnTI-SLAvERY Society has learned with unfeigned satisfaction 
that the Legislature of Brazil has passed a law for the unconditional and 
immediate abolition of Slavery throughout the Empire. 

The labours of this Society in the cause of human freedom are well 
known to your Majesty, and the interview which some of their body were 
privileged to have with the Ruler of the vast Empire of Brazil, a few years 
-since, is still fresh in their memory. 

In forwarding the accompanying Resolution, which was passed with 
acclamation at the last Annual Meeting of this Society, I may add 
that the fervent wish was expressed that the Resolution containing the 
Society’s hearty congratulations upon the triumphant attainment of your 
Majesty’s life-long wish may arrive at a period when your health has become 
re-established. 

I have the honour to be, . 
Your Majesty’s devoted Servant and well-wisher, 
London, 29th May, 1888. Cuas. H. ALLEN, Secretary. 


RESOLUTION. 


Resolution passed at the Annual Meeting of the BritisH AND ForeEIGn 
ANTI-SLAVERY Society, held at the Friends’ Meeting House, Bishopsgate 
‘Street, London, on May 23rd, 1888, Alderman Sir R. N. Fow er, Bart., 
M.P., in the chair. 


Resolved :—“ That this meeting has heard with feelings of profound 
thankfulness of the gradual extinction of Slavery in the Island of Cuba, and 
‘of the passing of an Act of Emancipation by the Legislature of Brazil, 
whereby a million of bondsmen are likely soon to receive immediate .and 
unconditional freedom. It tenders to the EMPEROR oF Braziu its felicitations 
on the fact that his life has been spared to witness this great triumph of 
civilisation, and offers its warm congratulations to Senator Joaquim Nasuco 
and his fellow-workers in the abolition movement in Brazil on the near 
‘completion of their work.” Cuas. H. ALLEN, Secretary. 





The above address, with resolution attached, was forwarded to BARON DE 
‘PENEDO, the ambassador who for many years has represented Brazil at the 
Court of St. James, enclosed in the following letter :— 


To His Excellency the BARON DE PENEDO, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary from the EMPEROR OF BRAZIL. 


Sir, —I have the honour to forward copy of a Resolution passed at a meeting of 
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the members of the AntI-SLaveRY Society on Wednesday last, the 23rd inst. The 
success of the Abolition movement in Brazil has afforded unfeigned satisfaction to the 
members of this Society, and on their behalf I ask your Excellency to be good 
enough to forward to His Imperial Majesty the Emperor the enclosed Resolution, 
together with the letter accompanying it. 

The Committee of this Society are well aware of the deep interest taken by the 
EMPEROR in the Abolition movement in Brazil, and they trust that His Majesty’s 
health may speedily be restored, so that he may have the privilege of reigning for 
many years to come over a free and united people. 


Knowing your Excellency’s great friendship for Senhor Nasuco, and your great 
interest in his work, the Committee desire to offer their warm congratulations to 
your Excellency upon the fact that this great and historic movement has taken place 
during the term of your Excellency’s embassy to this country. 


With the expression of my high consideration and esteem, 


I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 


Lonpon, 29¢h May, 1888. Cuas. H. ALLEN, 


Secretary. 


A POET’S PROPHECY FULFILLED. 


EMANCIPATION in Brazil has been proceeding gradually since the 
passing of the law of 1871, which declared free the children of Slaves. 
born after that date, although in most cases those children were virtually 
Slaves during their minority. A short time before the passing of this 
Act, the noble efforts in favour of emancipation made by the Abolition 
party in Brazil, and supported by the EMPEROR himself, called forth from 
the Quaker poet, WHITTIER, a short but noble poem, which was printed 
in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, for December, 1870, with an introduction, 
by the Editor, hoping that ere long the aspirations for freedom therein 
contained might be fully realised. Seventeen years and a half after the 
printing of these lines it is our pleasing duty to reproduce them in the 
columns of the same journal, with the grateful acknowledgment that the 
prayer has been answered, and that the noble-hearted EMPEROR, though 
sorely stricken by illness, is still living to hear the glad tidings that the 
great Empire over which he has so long and so happily ruled, is no 


longer desecrated by the clank of the bondsman’s chain. 
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Brazil._—_The Emperor and Slavery. 
By J. G. WuItTTIER.—(1870). 


Wits clearer light, Cross of the South, shine forth 
In blue Brazilian skies ; 

And thou, O river, cleaving half the earth 
From sunset to sunrise, 

From the great mountains to the Atlantic waves, 
Thy joy’s long anthem pour ; 

Yet a few days (Gop make them less), and Slaves 
Shall shame thy pride no more. 

No fettered feet thy shaded margins press ; 
But all men shall walk free, 

Where thou, the high priest of the wilderness, 
Hast wedded sea to sea. 


And thou, Great-Hearted Ruler, through whose mouth 
The Word of Gop is said 

Once more, “ Let there be light!’’ Son of the South, 
Lift up thy honoured head. 

Wear unashamed a crown, by thy desert, 
More than by birth thy own, 

‘Careless of watch and ward ; thou art begirt 
By grateful hearts alone. 

The moated wall and battle-ship may fail, 
But safe shall justice prove ; 

Stronger than greaves of brass, or iron mail 
The panoply of love. 


“Crowned doubly by man’s blessing, and Gon’s grace, 
The future is secure ; 

Who frees a people makes his statue’s place, 
In Time’s Valhalla, sure. 

Lo! from his Neva’s banks the Scythian Czar [Aicxander,] 
Stretches to thee his hand— 

Who, with the pencil of the Northern Star, 
Wrote freedom on his land. 

And he whose grave is holy, by our calm [Abram Lincoin.) 
And prairied Sangamon, 

From his gaunt hand shall drop the martyr’s palm 
To greet thee with “ Well done!” 
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And thou, O earth, with smiles thy face make sweet, 
And let thy wail be stilled 

To hear the Muse of prophecy repeat 
Her promise, half fulfilled. 

The voice that spake at Nazareth speaks still, 
No sound thereof hath died ; 

Alike thy hope, and Heaven’s eternal will, 
Shall yet be satisfied. 

The years are slow, the vision tarrieth long, 
And far the end may be ; 

But, one by one, the fiends of ancient wrong 
Go out, and leave thee free. 


Mr. De Castro of the Brazilian Treasury Legation, refutes the notion 
that the death of the Emperor, should it unfortunately occur, would have 
any effect upon the Anti-Slavery policy of the country. 

He states that Dona IsaBEL, the Imperial Princess, and now the Regent, 
has well-established her capacity as a ruler, and that in signing the law for 
the abolition of Slavery, she has shewn herself a worthy daughter of Dom 
Pepro II., whose sympathies were always on the side of abolition, although he 
was restrained in his action by his Constitutional ties. He also says that— 

“This event, to which the Regent chiefly concurred, does her great honour as 
a woman and politician, and will inaugurate a new era in Brazil. Instead of the 
commotion some people apprehended, the abolition was received with the greatest 
enthusiasm, the late Slaves themselves offering their old masters to continue work so: 
that no crisis occurred. All Brazilians must be proud to have realised so great a 
revolution without spilling a drop of blood, solely by pacific means, showing to the 
world the spectacle of the purest patriotism and abnegation.” 


Our dear friend Joaguim Nasuco writes us a few hurried lines, dated 
Rio de Janeiro, 13th May, the day that the death-knell of Slavery was. 
sounded in Brazil. He marks them frivate, as his heart is too full to give 
vent to his feelings in public on this “ greatest national event which the 
whole Brazilian people is celebrating like a new Independence.” We warmly 
congratulate our friend, and sympathise with the strong emotions which 
must now fill his heart at this crowning triumph to his own and his late 
father’s life-long labours. 





THE noble example of the Countess or Nova-Fripurco has probably had 
its influence in arousing that abolition feeling which has lately developed into 
such an irresistible force in Brazil. It is stated that prior to the passing of 
the Emancipation Law, this philanthropic lady set free no less than 1,000 
Slaves on her plantations at a cost of two million francs. The brothers 
Prapo, and other well-known planters, have in a similar manner, at different 
times set free their Slaves, and thus hastened the fall of the great fabric of 
Slavery in Brazil. 
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The Slave-Trade in Castern and Central Africa. 
By Cuarves H. Aten, F.R.G.S. 
( From the MANCHESTER GUARDIAN, May szgth.) 


A GENERAL concensus of opinion, official and unofficial, appears now to bear out the 
statement repeatedly made by the AnTI-SLAVERY SociETy during the past few years, 
that the Slave-trade is constantly increasing in Central and Eastern Africa. Since 
GoRDON fell at Khartoum anarchy has prevailed in the Soudan, and little is known by 
the outside world of the government, or rather misgovernment, established by the 
followers of the late MAHDI. One thing, however, is well known, and that is that the 
Slave-trade is brisker than ever. Slaves are not allowed, as formerly, to be taken into 
Egypt, but they are driven to the coast and carried across the Red Sea in very large 
numbers, in spite of the efforts of our cruisers. Probably Jeddah, on the Arabian 
coast, is now the largest Slave-market in the world, but so cleverly is the trade carried 
on that most of it escapes the notice of official eyes. One of the captains of the Red 
Sea cruisers, in a despatch to H.R.H. THE DuKE oF EDINBURGH, last year, after 
recounting the large traffic across the Red Sea, states that “a great many more are 
expected during the summer season, as the Arabs know that the English ships do not 
cruise there owing to the intense heat.” This statement justifies the opinion, always 
held by the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, that cruisers alone are insufficient to stop the 
Slave-trade. 

Twenty years ago the celebrated explorer, Dr. SCHWEINFURTH, during his expe- 
dition to the Welle river, near the country now ruled over by Emin Pasua, thus 
describes his horror at the scenes he witnessed :—“ Throughout my wanderings I was 
ever puzzling out schemes for setting bounds to this inhuman traffic. The traveller 
in these lands is kept in one perpetual state of irritation by what he sees; on every 
road he meets long troops of Slaves; on the seas and round the coast he comes in 
contact with Arab boats crammed full of the same miserable creatures.” Everyone 
knows the horror with which General Gorpon recounts the line of skulls and bleached 
bones which lay along the wayside in the Soudan, nor can we easily forget the 
descriptions of similar scenes narrated by Dr. FELKIN in his various writings and 
speeches. It appears to be only a question of time before native settlements, however 
prosperous and strong, will be overrun by the ever-advancing hordes of Slave- 
drivers, as witness Sir SAMUEL BaAkER’s description of a journey in 1872 :—“It is 
impossible to describe the change that has taken place since I last visited this country. 
It was a perfect garden, thickly populated, and producing all that man could 
desire. . . . The scene has changed. All is wilderness. The population has fled. 
Not a village is to be seen. This is the certain result of the settlement of Khartoum 
traders. They kidnap the women and children for Slaves, and plunder and destroy 
wherever they set their foot.” 

This scene can be paralleled by a description received only a few weeks ago by the 
AntI-SLaverY Society, which may be shortly described as follows :—During the 
years 1881 and 1882, Lieutenant WissMANN and Dr. PoGGE made a remarkable journey 
across the heart of Africa to the south of the Congo. They traversed a region but 
little known, where the natives were of a superior type, skilled in the working of 
copper and iron and inall the industrial arts. Their villages were models of cleanliness ; 
the houses well-built, and surrounded by gardens and palm trees ; some of the settle- 
ments were more like cities than villages, containing a population of some hundreds 








64 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. [May & June, 1888, 


of thousands, and requiring some three or four hours to march from one side to the 
other. The inhabitants were as yet unacquainted with Arab traders. Ivory, d/ack and 
white, as articles of commerce, had never entered into their conceptions. Now this 
pleasant scene is all changed. From a letter written from East Africa at the 
commencement of this year by a noted traveller, we learn that the populous country 
through which WIssMANN passed has now been depopulated by Arab Slave-traders, and 
has become a desolate wilderness. After killing the men, the women and boys have 
been taken to the coast, and such as survived the horrors of the journey have been 
shipped to the sugar and clove plantations of the neighbouring islands. It is these 
same Arab Slave-raiders, or others precisely like them, who have lately attacked the 
European settlements on Lake Nyassa. As a correspondent of your own has stated, 
“their purpose is simply a desire to raise up in Centra] Africa a strength of Arab: 
Mohammedan power which shall beat down every effort Western and Christian nations. 
have made in the past fifteen years to civilise it and check the Slave-trade, and whilst 
clearing the field for colonisation (such as has been carried out east and west of the 
Tanganyika) to enrich themselves by an enormous wholesale Slave-trade. Against 
these influences, the spread of which means complete death to our commercial 
development as well as to mission work in East Central Africa, it is our duty to fight 
with all our strength.” 

The details of the struggle between a small band of Europeans, aided by a body of 
native blacks, and a small army of Arab Slave-raiders on Lake Nyassa have been fully 
described in your columns, and it is only now necessary to urge upon all societies and 
public bodies interested in Africa the importance of arousing public opinion in defence 
of the rights not only of the native blacks but of the European missionaries and traders, 
whose very existence is imperilled by the continued presence in the country of armed 
bands. There appears some reason to believe that the main instigators of these raids 
and the men who supply the sinews of war, in the form of deadly weapons and 
ammunition, are to be found in Zanzibar. Would it not be well at the approaching 
ConFERENCE on the Nyassa question, which will meet in MANCHESTER on May 18th, to 
discuss the question of putting some pressure upon the authorities in Zanzibar and 
other ports to restrict the importation of arms, and to prevent the departure for the 
interior of notorious Slave dealers ? 





MR. McCULLAGH TORRENS ON THE AFRICAN 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


THe Fortnightly Review, for May, contains an interesting article on this 
subject, contributed by Mr. McCuttacu Torrens, late M.P. for Finsbury. 
The writer admits the great activity displayed by the Arabs in Eastern and 
Central Africa, and, in order to replace the old flagship Zozdon, at Zanzibar, 
Mr. TorRENs proposes the formation of a volunteer police or African coast- 
guard, to assist Her Majesty’s cruisers in their work. The idea is certainly 
original, and we foresee that to carry it out would scarcely be feasible ; but, to 
say nothing of the deadly nature of the climate, we think it would be possible 
for other nations to get up acry of “ filibustering.’”” However, this is only 
one item in the paper, which is full of information, and we have pleasure in 
commending it to the notice of our readers. 
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British Fnterests in the Wyassa District. 


CONFERENCE AT MANCHESTER. 


AN important Conference, called by the MANCHESTER GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, 
was held on the 18th May, in the Manchester Town Hall, under the presidency 
of Dr. GREENWooD, of Owen’s College. 


The following societies were represented :— 

MANCHESTER GEOGRAPHICAL SocreTy.—Mr. EL1 SowersutTts, Secretary. 

ANTI-SLAVERY.—Mr. W. H. Wy.tpe, Mr. C. H. Aten, Secretary, and Mr. 
A. E. Lonapon, Agent to MANCHESTER Branch. 

UniveErRSITIES’ Mission.—Bishop SmyTuHiEs, Rev. Horace WALLER, and 
Rev. W. H. Penney, Secretary. 

FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.—Rev. Professor Linpsay. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.—Rev. Dr. McMurtRrie. 

SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL Society.—Mr. A. L. Bruce (son-in-law of Dr. 
LIVINGSTONE). 

AFRICAN Lakes Company.—Mr. Ewine, Secretary. 


Amongst those who attended the Conference were the DEAN oF MAN- 
CHESTER ; the Rev. LAURENCE Scortr (present at the siege of Karonga, on 
Nyassa) ; Dr. Cust, Messrs. C. P. Scott, GitperT BEITH and the Revs. 
MonsIGNoR GADD, ARCHDEACON Anson, G. S. REANEy, and others; T. 
WAKEFIELD (of East Africa), &c., &c. 


The Rev. Professor Linpsay said the great question to be decided with regard to 
Africa was whether the Arab or the European was to rule there, and the problem 
presented its most acute form in the district of Lake Nyassa. Those who had obtained 
the most benefit from the discoveries of European travellers were the Arabs of 
Zanzibar, who had acted in a most atrocious way all over the country. LIVINGSTONE 
discovered Lake Nyassa and Lake Shirwa, and after him came the Universities’ 
Mission, which went out at his suggestion. The Church of Scotland and the Free 
Church of Scotland afterwards sent out missions, and these at present occupied the 
country. Two trading companies had grown from the missions. Plantations had been 
established, and the African Lakes Trading Company/had been formed with the object 
of showing that a legitimate trade might be profitably carried on in Africa. By 
legitimate trade he meant a trade that did not include the sale of strong drink. The 
great curse of Central Africa was the Slave-trade. LivinGsTone and others had held 
that the way to stamp out the Slave-trade was to get at the source of it, and so to 
work that it might be stopped without the firing of a single shot. Since 1883 vast 
areas had been depopulated by the attacks of the Slave-traders, and the population of 
other districts had been diminished. The Arabs were utterly careless of human life, 
and it was stated that for every Slave got to the coast many died, being either killed 
in the raid on the village, or having died of exhaustion and neglect on the journey. 
Professor Linpsay described the treatment of the Slaves on the journey as horrible, 
and produced two “Slave sticks,” by means of which the captives are secured on the 
march. 

Dr. Cust urged upon the Missionaries the wisdom of not resorting to warlike 
measures in defence of their stations. He also supported the proposal that the 
Zambesi should not be closed, and he laid special stress upon the suppression of the 
accursed liquor traffic. 

Bishop SmyruiEs said that if it were asked where the Slaves were taken to, he 
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would point out the island of Pemba, which was entirely cultivated by Slaves. 
It was known that immense numbers of Slaves must be imported there, because the 
unhealthiness of the climate was such that they only lived a little while, and the 
cultivation would very soon be stopped if the importation of Slaves ceased. There 
must also be a continual importation of Slaves into the island of Zanzibar. 

Only one Portuguese within the memory of man had ever reached Lake Nyassa, 
and it seemed absurd that the Portuguese should have any power on the lake where 
everything that had been done had been done by British subjects. 

With regard to commerce, he saw in every village cotton growing without 
cultivation at all. He had the curiosity to send some samples to London, and an 
expert reported that the cotton was very good, and that if the carriage were 
inexpensive it would be worth while cultivating it. People talked about savages ; 
but he did not know what they meant by savages. These natives were his friends, 
among whom he lived on the most excellent terms. Some people would be rather 
surprised at what those so-called savages could do. If an African were fairly treated, 
if he knew that everyone was his friend, people could go anywhere in the country. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. J. McMurtrir (Established Church of Scotland, Edinburgh,) said that 
from £150,000 to £200,000 of British money had been spent in Nyassa Land. There 
was a double attack upon Nyassa Land, that of the Arabs and of the Portuguese. They 
wanted Nyassa Land to be left with the proper and legitimate power of the trading 
companies, and the moral influence of the Missionaries. The Conference then 
adjourned. 

At the Afternoon sitting, the Ven. Archdeacon Anson presided. 

The Rev. Horace WALLER, who was introduced as a friend of Dr. LIvINGSTONE,, 
said that for many years past it had been the weary task of the missionaries of Africa 
to look to the four winds for help. They had never been able to make the English and 
Scotch understand the claim this work in Nyassa Land had upon them. Nothing was 
so promising for the future as the establishment of new geographical societies, to 
which he looked for great help in the work in Africa. Portugal had held the country 
nominally for hundreds of years, and now that she was not strong enough to continue 
to hold it, she had turned it into a penal settlement. The criminals of Portugal, when 
they reached the penal settlement, turned their attention to the Slave-trade ; and here, 
in a nutshell, was the history of the demoralisation of the natives. Dr. LIVINGSTONE 

discovered the only navigable entrance to the Zambesi, and the Portuguese were 
trying, like the dog in the manger, to prevent the English having the full advantage 
of that discovery. Portugal had neither the men nor the money to develop the 
country. He moved :— , 

That this Conference has heard with most profound interest the statements of the 
representatives of the Nyassa trading companies, of the missionary societies, and of travellers 
from that region, as to the history of the opening up and settlement, the origin and progress 
of commerce and Christian civilisation, and of the trouble brought upon the peaceful people 
by Arab raids from the north. 

The Resolution was seconded by the Rev. LauRENCE Scott, and supported by 
Mr. WILLIAM EwIna, Secretary of the African Lakes Company, who said it was now 
about ten years since the company settled on the shores of Lake Nyassa. During the 
ten years their steamers had been plying on the Zambesi without let or hindrance. 
After it had been opened up and made prosperous, they were staggered by the 
announcement that the Portuguese authorities had intimated to them that they» 
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Scotchmen, should become Portuguese subjects or sell their steamers to the Portuguese. 
The company at once notified to the Government that their steamer the Fames Stevenson 
had been arrested, and only after some expostulation was she released under the 
command that they should within four months either sell her to the Portuguese people 
or become themselves Portuguese subjects. They claimed from Lord SatisBury his 
immediate and prompt intervention. Within the last ten days they had received from 
the Foreign Office an intimation that the Government at Lisbon had telegraphed to 
Mozambique, instructing the Portuguese subjects to take no further action with regard 
to the steamer Fames Stevenson in the meantime. The company had replied that, 
while thanking Lord Sa.issury, they did not consider it satisfactory that the only 
assurance they got was that the Portuguese would do nothing further in the meantime. 
That was no basis on which they could proceed in the future with safety and 
satisfaction. It was clear that whatever was done, not only must the river be free to 
the navigation of all countries, but the Portuguese should not be permitted to impose 
prohibitory duties. 


The Rev. T. WAKEFIELD and Rev. W. B. BratktE also spoke in support of the 
Resolution, which was carried. 


Mr. A. L. Bruce (son-in-law of Dr. LivINGsTonE) moved :— 

That this Conference desires to urge upon Her Majesty's Government that as the 
navigation of the other great African rivers, the Niger and the Congo, has been declared by 
the European Powers to be kept free to the flags of all nations, so that of the Zambesi shall 
not be barred, nor the interior deprived of the only existing means of free access and of the 
introduction of Christian civilisation and commerce. 

The Rev. F. O. Surron, Secretary of the Tyneside Geographical Society, seconded 
the Resolution, and Mr. GILBERT BETH (Glasgow) supported it. 

The Rev. G. S. REANEy, in supporting the Resolution, said he should like to 
mitigate what he was sure would be the effect of the Resolution on some minds. The 
moment they went to the Government, and the Government seemed to think they 
wanted them to put their hands into the pockets of the ratepayers, and take upon 
themselves the burden of a war in Africa, they were sure to be defeated. What they 
wanted the Government to do was not to threaten Portugal, but on a high moral 
ground to see that such highways as the Zambesi were kept open. 

Mr. RicHaRD CoBpEN PHILLIps, who had traded on the Congo for 17 years, 
supported the Resolution, and it was unanimously adopted. 


Mr. W. S. Hankey (London) moved :— 


That this Conference also urges Her Majesty's Government to take such measures at 
Zanzibar, or elsewhere, as may effectually check the increase in the Slave-trade in the 
Nyassa district, and that the Chairman of the Society be requested to transmit the Resolu- 
tion of this Conference to Her Mayesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

The Rev. W. H. PENNEY seconded the motion, and spoke highly of the character 
of the men engaged in trading in East Africa. He thought pressure ought to be put 
upon the Arabs and Portuguese through the SULTAN oF ZANzIBAR, who occupied his 
throne with the joint concurrence of the British and German Governments. 

Mr. C. H. ALLEN (Secretary of the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY) in supporting the 
Resolution, said, that he fully concurred with what had fallen from the last speaker as 
to the necessity of bringing pressure to bear upon the authorities in Zanzibar, as it was 
well-known that the Slave-traders hailed from that island, and were supported by the 
wealth of some of its merchants. He advocated the placing a small steamer on Lake 
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Nyassa by the English Government, for the sole use of the Consul. In 1884 the 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY memorialised the Government to that effect, but were refused, 
and the Society had lately renewed the application with a like unsatisfactory result. 
If the English people only knew how dreadful was the condition of the helpless 
natives of the Nyassa countries they would not grudge the few thousands necessary to 
furnish Consul Hawes with a small steamer carrying the English flag. 

The Resolution was carried, and the Conference terminated. 


PUBLIC MEETING. 

In the Evening a Meeting was held in the Memorial Hall, at which addresses 
were delivered by the principal speakers at the Conference. Mr. GILBERT BEITH 
presided. The Chairman said they had met to express an opinion on the recent 
proceedings in the Nyassa district. They believed that Her Majesty’s Government 
nowadays did not feel themselves at liberty to take active measures unless they were 
supported by public opinion, and they had met to express that opinion, and to demand 
of Her Majesty’s Government two things. First of all they desired to see that the 
great river Zambesi, on the East Coast of Africa, should be opened to the flags of all 
nations ; that no nation, such as Portugal, could claim the right to exclude from this 
great waterway into the centre of Africa any other flag than her own. (Hear, hear.) 
In the second place they desired that Great Britain should exert her influence at 
Zanzibar, which was the centre of the Arabs in East Africa, and see that the Arab 
Slave-traders in the interior should understand that their nefarious trade should not 
be carried on with impunity. (Hear, hear.) The Chairman concluded by announcing 
that the resolutions passed at the Conference during the day would be presented at the 
meeting. 

The Rev. Horace WALLER, who next addressed the meeting, wished to say 
something of what the keen common sense and the keen eye of LIVINGSTONE saw was 
necessary to be carried out in the Nyassa country both for checking the Slave-trade 
and for bringing about a better state of things in its place. So far as one was per- 
‘mitted to trace the hand of Gop in history, he believed that LivINGSTONE was raised 
up for this special purpose. (Hear, hear.) He was a man eminently fitted for the 
great work he had to do, and he was a most truthful observer—a very great qualifica- 
tion in a traveller and explorer. On one occasion, in 1861, LIVINGSTONE said to him 
(the speaker) that what was wanted in the Nyassa district was a man like RaJAH 
BrookE—(applause),—and he added that if such a man would settle there, and, 
placing himself at the head of a tribe, provide a kind of city of refuge for the waifs and 
strays, he would gather an immense population around him and it would be the 
beginning of better things. (Hear, hear.) Since that time every year had tended 
more and more.to convince him (the speaker) that this was the great necessity of the 
situation. He could not conceive why such a man as was required was not forth- 
coming. In the meantime missionaries had gone to the Nyassa country and died, but 
for every one thus dropping out of the ranks there had been half a dozen ready to take 
his place. The difficulty now was not so much to find the men as the money for 
missionary work. (Hear, hear.) The Nyassa had been for the last fifty years 
the innermost circle of the Slave-trade, and that was why it was being attacked 
so energetically by the missionaries. The work thus undertaken was worthy of 
all sympathy, and it only lacked this sympathy because people would not be 
instructed about it. It was no mere trading speculation that was to the front, 
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but it was the most extraordinary venture of the century. (Hear, hear.) It 
was a great united endeavour centring in LIvINGsTONE, and worthy of his name 
and fame. (Applause.) He went on to point out the good work which the 
Messrs. Morr were doing in connection with the African Lakes Company, and 
advocated the strengthening of their position. Further, the Portuguese must not be 
allowed to block the communication by way of the Zambesi. If the Portuguese had 
a teeming colony at the mouth of that river and industries built up by years of toil 
they would have something to say for themselves ; but as a matter of fact the 
Portuguese were conspicuous by their absence. Wherever he had gone in that 
country he had never seen the Portuguese flag except at the mouth of the Kongoni, 
where there was a poor Custom-house officer who said he was placed there for having 
committed three murders. (Laughter.) When it came to shutting up a great water- 
way like the Zambesi, such a thing ought not to be tolerated. Even the duties which 
Portugal had undertaken to charge at the mouth of the Zambesi had been departed 
from altogether, and if this kind of thing went on the Portuguese would screw down 
those concerned in the English interest in their coffins, and there would be nothing 
left to tell but a dismal tale. (Applause.) 

Mr. W. H. Wy pk, late of the Foreign Office, said that everything, or nearly 
everything, at the Foreign Office was done by pressure from outside. The initiative 
was seldom taken by the Foreign Office ; they waited till there was a sufficiently strong 
public feeling, and then they moved. (Laughter.) The claim of the Portuguese 
seemed to him absurd ; and he scarcely saw how Germany, which had not spent a 
farthing for the suppression of the Slave-trade, deserved the land it was now claiming 
here and there. Great Britain had acted the part of police along the coast. Every 
country had benefited from our action, and we should not allow ourselves to be ousted 
from our rights. Manchester was probably more interested than any other place in 
this question of the Zambesi, for its industrial welfare depended not only upon the 
keeping open of old markets, but the opening up of new. There was no question 
that within the last few years the Slave-trade had increased. The causes he did not 
know, but he had no doubt that if our trading stations were maintained on Lake 
Nyassa, they would in the course of time entirely put a stop to such a trade. (Cheers.) 


The Rev. T. WAKEFIELD, Missionary from East Africa, suggested that while the 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY was doing a very great work in furnishing information to the 
metropolis it would poe be a good thing if there were some branch organisations 
in the provinces. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Ett Sowersurrs (Secretary of the Manchester 
Geographical Society) read the Resolutions passed at the Conference, and (on the 
motion of the Rev. Professor Linpsay, seconded by the Rev. W. H. PENNEy) they 
were adopted, after which the meeting terminated. 





I 
| 


EMANCIPATION IN EGYPT. 
WE have received from Colonel ScHAEFFER, head of the Slave-Trade Depart- 
ment in Egypt, the official report of the Slaves emancipated in that country 
during the month of April 1888 : 








Males. Females. 
In Upper Egypt ... oe ose 37 42 
In Lower Egypt (including Cairo) ... 17 47 


74 89 
One hundred and sixty-three Slaves have thus obtained their freedom during 
April last. The large proportion of women set free in Cairo was certainly 
due to the benevolent operation of the Home for Freed Women Slaves. 
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AntieSlaveeTrade Policy of England. 


IN reply to a motion in the House of Commons, on the 31st May, by 
Sir GEORGE CAMPBELL, to reduce the Foreign Office Estimates, on the 
plea that the fighting around Suakin was unnecessary, Sir J. FERGUSSON, 
the Under-Secretary of State, in defending the action of the Govern- 
ment, made the following very important statements with regard to 
England’s anti-Slavery policy in East Africa. 


Sir J. FERGUSSON said that :— 

Suakin was the only point in the Soudan now held by Egyptian troops, 
and it was very important that it should be held, so that it might not become 
the point of departure of piratical expeditions and the nest or chief seat of 
the Slave-trade. The Egyptians at Suakin had facilities for obtaining 
intelligence about intended Slave-trade expeditions, and were thus able to 
frustrate them. No doubt a good deal of Slave-trading still went on in spite 
of the endeavours to stop the traffic, but except for those endeavours the trade 
would flourish as vigorously as ever. The Egyptians were obliged to defend 
Suakin against the officers of the False Prophet. Thanks to the work of 
Colonel KircHENER, the place could be defended by a very small forcé with 
the assistance of Her Majesty’s ships. It was highly important that trade 
should be developed in the Soudan; and, unfortunately, at present traders 
were greatly interfered with by the dervishes under Osman DicMa. There 
were, however, signs of considerable improvement, and if the present policy 
pursued at Suakin could be pursued a little longer, a still better state of things 
would probably be seen. 

THE New British East AFRICAN COMPANY AND EMIN PASHA. 

Replying to the observations that had been made with reference to the 
East African Company, he might observe that any colonisation of Eastern 
Africa from the Zanzibar coast was a very different thing from the extension 
of Egyptian rule southwards. He knew of no reason why Eastern Africa 
should be closed to European enterprise. Other nations were not insensible 
to the value of African markets, and were striving to establish an influence in 
the country and to open it up. There could be little hope for English trade 
if new markets were not to be opened up, and the Government might well be 
reproached if they were to refuse to give such encouragement as they could 
to the multiplication of markets in the great continent of Africa. The 
portion of Eastern Africa in which the enterprise of certain people was now 
seeking to push English trade was perhaps the most hopeful district north of 
the Equator with which we were acquainted. It was healthy, suitable for 
European settlement, and inhabited by tribes immensely superior intellectually 
and in point of civilisation to the tribes on the West Coast or further south. 
He hoped that new fields would be opened up for English commerce, and that 
it would be possible to join hands with Emin Pasua, who had been so gallantly 
maintaining himself in the interior. 


& o & * 
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DISTURBANCES ON LAKE Nyassa. 

With respect to the hon. member’s objections to our carving out slices of 
Africa together with other nations, surely it was better that we should make 
arrangements with other European nations than that we should come into 
rivalry and possible collision with them ; it was better both for us and for the 
interests of civilisation in Africa. It was inaccurate to say that the Consuls 
in the Lake District had been engaged in hostilities. They were not there for 
any such purpose. They were there to afford such protection to British 
interests as they could afford ; and it was only natural that the Consul at 
Mozambique should lend assistance to a European subject attacked by Arabs. 
But it would be contrary to their duty to join in any hostile movement what- 
ever. It was not for him to defend the missionaries from the imputation of 
being militant persons. He believed, however, that there were men who were 
carrying on a good work with great courage and considerable risk, and that 
they only took up arms in their own defence. But there had been some 
confusion between missionaries and trading companies ; and if the former had 
been engaged in attacking an Arab stronghold it might, to some extent, no 
doubt, be in retaliation, but it ought to be remembered that it was necessary 
for the purpose of defence sometimes to anticipate the action of those who 
had been threatening attack. 

ENGLAND’S POLICY AGAINST THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

Sir J. Fercusson, dealing first with the remarks of the hon. member for 
Northampton, said he thought he might take up a line directly in opposition 
to him on the question of the Slave-trade. It was the deliberate policy of 
this country to use its best efforts for the suppression of the Slave-trade, and 
anything like lukewarmness on the part of the Government would be justly 
considered by the House as a departure from the established policy of the 
country. (Hear, hear.) He did not think any ridicule could be thrown on 
the policy of Lord PALMERSTON in that respect. (Hear, hear.) The House was 
well aware that a large sum of money was expended annually by this country in 
maintaining a naval force for the suppression of the Slave-trade, and were it 
not for that the trade would be very considerably increased. No ships had 
been taken coming out of Suakin. It was hardly likely that any attempts 
would be made to carry on the trade in that place when it was occupied by an 
Egyptian Governor, with British vessels lying in the harbour. (Hear, hear.) 
But ships had been caught coming out of ports in the neighbourhood of 
Suakin. It was the opinion of naval officers and of all best qualified to judge 
that the maintenance of Suakin was absolutely necessary for the prevention 
of the Slave-trade in the Red Sea, and on that ground he trusted 
that no considerable section of the Committee would vote for the reduction 
of the vote. 





TRADING COMPANIES. 


With regard to the charters granted to companies, the hon. member spoke 
as if their conditions were not perfectly well known to the House. The 
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House knew perfectly well on what conditions the Royal Niger Company had 
been eStablished. He had already stated that the companies were authorised 
to make treaties with native chiefs in Africa, and to carry on trading 
operations 0n a large scale, and to take with them the principles of British 
law and order, He had already told the House that they had made more. 
than two hundred treaties with native chiefs, and he believed they had brought 
good government into the territory over which the charters extended. It 
had been said that these companies imported rum; but, as a matter of fact, 
the importation of rum was only a quarter now of what it was four years ago. 
No charter had ‘as yet been granted to the East African Company. The 
question had not yet been decided, but if any charter were granted to that 
company it would not be less binding in its conditions than that which was 
granted to the Royal Niger Company. Every provision would be made that 
law and order, as the Government understood it (ironical Opposition cheers) 
—and he hoped they understood the best form of law and order (hear, hear,) 
—would be maintained, and the proceedings of the Company would be 
constantly under the direction and review of Her Majesty’s Government, 
so that nothing would be done that was not creditable to this country. 
(Hear, hear.) 








H Wew British African State. 


WuatT appears to be one of the most momentous events in the history of 
Eastern Africa is the formation of a large British Company, somewhat after 
the plan of the North Borneo Company. In fact, if carried out according 
to the scheme announced below, it will be carrying out what has often been 
asked for with regard to Africa—namely, “Sarawaking” the Dark Con- 
tinent. We have received no official details of the formation of this Com- 
pany, though we have long known that such a scheme was on foot. If 
carried out, as we feel sure that Mr. MAcKINNON would wish it to be, it must 
be an unqualified benefit to Africa, and we heartily wish it success. The 
particulars given below are taken from the Daly Telegraph of the 22nd May, 
which we have broken up into paragraphs for the convenience of our 
readers. We have no doubt that in the main the programme is correct, 
though it will be found, as stated in another column, that Sir JAMES 
FERGUSSON denies the statement that a charter has yet been granted to the 
Company. Probably, however, it merely requires some official preliminaries. 

By Royal letters patent, a new State has been, or is just about to be, added to the 
civilised sisterhood of nations controlling the destinies of the great “ Dark Continent.” 
It is to be known henceforth as “ The British East African Company,” or Association, 
and to it has been granted full powers not only to levy customs and taxes, but to 
maintain an armed force and assert authority throughout a vast area. The exact 
delimitation of the territory of the new State has not been fixed, but, roughly 
speaking, it extends from a point northward of the region claimed by the German 
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East African Society, near Zanzibar, to the Somali country, and westwards to the 
Lake Albert Nyanza. Within this wide range is much of the finest land in Central 
Africa, and in many places it is filled with industrious and teeming populations. 
Around the shores of the Victoria Nyanza alone there are said to be twelve millions of 
people, whilst the other great central lakes are also surrounded. by numerous tribes. 
Some few years ago the Sultanate of Zanzibar laid claim to the shores of East Africa 
washed by the Indian Ocean, from Cape Delgado to Warsheikh Point, or from 
10 degrees south to 3 degrees north. ;The authority of the Zanzibaris over this 
stretch of sea-front was never more than nominal, and ano time did they assert 
ownership beyond a narrow strip of ten to twenty miles parallel with the coast line. 


GERMAN ANNEXATIONS. 

Our country has for a long time owned territory within the confines of the alleged 
Sultanate, and has generally exercised protectorate rights over a large portion of that 
part of Africa. In consequence of an arrangement between Great Britain and 
Zanzibar, the German Company already mentioned were enabled to take over the 
government of nearly 123,000 square miles of territory, consisting of Usagora and 
‘ Wituland, together with a considerable extent of seaboard, This new territory is 
under the protectorate of the German Empire, and the Company to whom it has 
delegated authority to rule over the district in question, which is nearly as large as 
Prussia, have the fullest power to carry on the government of this new dependency. 


ARAB SLAVE-HuNTING GRouNDSs. 

When so much had been done in Africa by British, travellers and missionary 
effort, it was thought by those who have founded the new English State that it would 
be unwise to leave to other nations the entire control of the routes and trade between 
the Zanzibar seaboard and the great equatorial lakes. Another view was that, as 
Central Africa was the chief hunting-ground of the Slave-dealers, if orderly govern- 
ment Could once be set up in the region, this nefarious trade would be crushed 
forthwith. With Emin PasHa at Wadelai on the north, the Congo Free State to the 
west, the Germans to the south, it wanted but another organised government to the 
ast and north to completely hem in the Arab Slavers’ hunting-ground. 


FORMATION OF AN ENGLISH CoMPANY. 

Having such good reason to influence them, Mr. WiLtiam MackINNoN, of the 
British India Company, together with a number of prominent ladies and gentlemen 
long identified with philanthropic work in this country and abroad, among whom is 
the Baroness BurpErr-CouTts, conceived the idea of creating an East African 
Association, which should be something more than a mere trading company. The 
SULTAN OF ZANZIBAR was approached, and was induced to grant a very liberal conces- 
sion to the parties, giving them authority over the territory on the sea-board north 
of the German Company’s grant, with special privileges which make them practically 
an independent State. Several of the small islands along the coast, and among them, 
it is said, Pemba, have been surrendered to the British East African Association. 
The concession of territory and right to administer law and trade in the district 
would, however, be of comparatively little use unless the Company received recogni- 
tion from civilised Governments. In order to efficiently carry out their undertaking, 
the Company have for some time past made representations to our Government, and 
have been in communication with the Foreign Office to obtain a charter empowering 
them to administer the affairs of the country in question. <A draft charter was 
prepared two weeks ago, which conferred the broadest functions of government and 
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authority upon the new Company, and this patent has, it is stated, been signed within 
the last few days, so that another has been added to the list of African States. 
The British East African Company, therefore, stands to-day much in the same 
relation to this country as did the whilom East India Company, or the existing 
North Borneo Company. Under the express terms of its concession and charter 
the Company can erect and maintain forts, equip ships, raise and support an 
independent force of soldiers and police, make and enforce criminal and civil law, levy 
customs and taxes, open up trade routes, and generally administer all governmental 
functions. 
How THE CoMPANY WILL BE GOVERNED. 

The affairs of the new State will be managed by deputies appointed by the board 
of managers in London, but no doubt these executive acts will all be subjected to 
revision and control by the heads of the Colonial or Foreign Office. One of the 
first things the Company have arranged to do is to fortify several of the small islands, 
and place garrisons in them,'to control the trade and check the Slavers. The 
Company also intend that the flag of their new State shall float at several stations 
on the mainland as well as over the island forts. Roads will be opened up closely 
skirting the north of the German territory, so that the officials of these friendly 
States may aid one another, towards the Victoria Nyanza and on to the Albert Nyanza, 


Mr. STANLEY AND EmMIN PasHa. 

It is expected that Mr. Srantey, when he leaves Emin Pasua for the seaboard, 
will make his way east through the Company’s territory, and already messengers and 
runners have been pushed forward to the lakes to get news of him. Indeed, the 
STANLEY expedition for the relief of Emin PasHa may be said to have been mainly 
set on foot and the funds for it provided by the British East African Association, 
The march of STaNLEY and Major BARTELLOTT, if the latter follows him, as no doubt 
he will do, must serve to open up the country from the lakes to the coast, and, at any 
rate, will clearly show the new State the problems it has to grapple with and the 
work it has to perform in helping to civilise Africa. 


NEW CORRESPONDING MEMBER. 
WE are glad to announce that Professor HENry DrummMonp, the well-known 


author of Natural Law tn the Spirttual World, has been elected a Corre- 
sponding Member of the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


NEW MEMBER OF COMMITTEE. 


Mr. J. BEvAN BRAITHWAITE has been elected a Member of Committee of the 
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


SLAVE-TRADE MAP OF EQUATORIAL AFRICA. 
SUBSCRIBERS to the ANTI-SLAVERY SocieTy will receive with this number a 
copy of an interesting Map published by Messrs. BARTHOLOMEW & Co., of 
Edinburgh, for Mr. JAMES STEVENSON, of Largs. On behalf of that 
gentleman, now absent from England, the Rev. J. E. CARLYLE, a well-known 
writer on Africa, has authorised the publishers to furnish the ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY with as many copies as they may feel inclined to purchase. 
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Joint Meeting of the Anti-Slavery and 


Aborigines Protection Societies. 

A JoINT Meeting of these two Societies was held in the Friends’ Meeting 
House, Bishopsgate Street, London, on the 23rd May, under the presidency 
of Alderman Sir R. N. Fow ter, Bart., M.P. The following gentlemen, 
amongst others, were present :—Sir T. FowEt,t Buxton, Bart., the Hon. 
WALTER H. James, M.P., ARTHUR PEasE, Esq., W. H. Wy _pk, Esgq., C.M.G..,. 
Dr. R. N. Cust, Rev. J. C. YarBoroueu (late of Lake Nyassa), Captain 
Swann (of Lake Tanganyika), Rev. J. MAcKENz1r, Mr. Alderman Kine, of 
Manchester, Messrs. GEORGE PALMER, JAMES Lonc, HENRY GuRNEY, JAMES. 
Ciark, F. W. Fox, J. M. Atsricut, R. S. Trepcotp, A. B. WyLpE 
(Suakin), ABRAHAM Kincpon, DonaLtp Mackenzie, H. Hipstey, C. H. 
ALLEN, J. EAsToE TEALL, and Master CHeEsson. Letters of regret at their 
inability to attend were received from Messrs. Henry RicHarp, M.P., 
A. E. Pease, M.P., A. McArtTuur, M.P., Sir CHARLES WINGFIELD, Sir JOHN 
Simon, and others. The DeAN or MANCHESTER, who had promised to 
attend, was unavoidably prevented from doing so by the illness of a relative. 

In opening the proceedings the CHAIRMAN said that they had met under 
mournful circumstances. About a month previously the well-known 
Secretary of the ABORIGINES PROTECTION SoclETy, Mr. F. W. CuEsson, had 
been taken ill, and had passed away from amongst them. He was in many 
ways a remarkable man. His energy and philanthropy were great, whilst 
his sympathies for the oppressed were unbounded. Mr. Cuesson had long 
been connected with the Society, which had been founded, about the time 
that the QUEEN came to the throne, by the grandfather of his friend on the 
platform, Sir FowrELtt Buxton. It had been kept alive by that well-known 
philanthropist, Dr. HopGKIn (under whom Mr. CueEsson had worked), and on 
his decease, by their late Secretary. He had been acquainted with Mr. 
CuEsson for the last 30 years, and on one occasion had visited France with 
him in order to present an address to the late EMpERoR NapoLeon III., as a 
recognition of His Majesty’s concession of privileges to the Arabs. In the 
death of Mr. CuEsson the ABORIGINES PROTECTION Society had sustained a 
severe loss, and he concluded by moving the following Resolution :— 

“That this meeting deeply deplores the death of Mr. F. W. CHEsson, the late 
active and able Secretary of the ABORIGINES PROTECTION SOCIETY, and desires to offer 
to his widow and her family the expression of its warmest sympathy and its sense of 
the great loss which has been sustained by the early death of one whose zeal in the 
cause of humanity was only equalled by his knowledge of Colonial affairs.” 


Sir T. Fowrtt Buxton, who seconded the Resolution, added that not 
only was Mr. CuEsson a profound student, but he had also a kindly, tender, and 
sympathetic heart. The speaker then proceeded to deal with matters relating 
to the Society. In point of funds, it had always been a modest and unpre- 
tentious organisation. Its income had never exceeded £200 or £300 a year 











PO TO = ER I TT Se ae 22 


Prag a 


Seana — IF 


| 
| 











76 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. [May & Jung, 1888. 


but not by that should its use or its importance be measured. A resolution had 
been brought before its Committee to the effect that it would be advisable to 
merge the ABORIGINES PROTECTION SocIETY into the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 
Delegatés would be appointed between the two Societies to confer, and an 
amalgamation would, it was thought, not only reduce the working expenses, 
but would give a greater force and weight to the opinions of the united bodies. 
Moreover, a glance at the two subscription lists showed how largely the 
subscribers to the one subscribed also to the other, and on all accounts, since 
Mr. CueEsson’s death left so great a blank, it seemed advisable. 

The Rev. J. MACKENZIE then addressed the meeting, alluding in graceful 
terms to Mr. CuEsson’s work, of which he himself had had a long acquaintance 
in South Africa. With respect to both Societies, their influence was not to 
te measured by the amount of their subscriptions, but by the results achieved 
‘by them. The ANTI-SLAVERY Society had at its back the whole of the 
United Kingdom, for it was the boast of an Englishman that he was opposed 
to Slavery. Its work was to support the weaker races against the stronger. 
Who were these weaker races? Men whose skins were black : but it had not 
always been so. In the days when Rome was in the height of its power, who 
were the Slaves that were to be found in that city? There were black Slaves, 
of course, but along with them would be found the Norsemen, and other 
white races. Even Britons walked side by side with the swarthy negro and 
swelled the number of Slaves in the triumph of the Roman conqueror. It 
had at its back the whole of Christendom, for its duty was to carry out 
the principles enunciated by the PROPHET OF NAZARETH that men should do 
unto others as they would be done by. Then let them think of the Master, 
whom they all served, what death had He died? Was it not the death 
inflicted upon foreigners, upon subject races? It was a death which no free 
citizen of Rome could ever suffer,—He died the death of a Slave. Let the 
Society therefore go forward with its work, for in due time it would achieve 
the end for which it was called into existence. 

The Hon. W. H. James, M.P., supported the resolution, as one who had 
had much to do with Mr. CuEsson in his work on behalf of the oppressed races 
of British colonies and other lands, and remarked that Eart GRANVILLE had 
told him that he had formed the highest opinion of Mr. CuEsson’s ability 
and straightforwardness, when, as Secretary of State for the Colonies or for 
Foreign Affairs, that gentleman had brought any question before him 
officially. 


MEETING OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY. 


The Resolution was unanimously carried, and the business of the 
ABORIGINES PROTECTION Society having concluded, the CHAIRMAN announced 
that the meeting would take into consideration the business of the ANTI- 
Stavery Society, and called upon the Secretary, Mr. ALLEN, to present 
the report. Mr. ALLEN suggested that at that late hour the report should be 
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taken as read, but called special attention to a paragraph relating to Slavery 
in Brazil, which stated that “in two or three provinces of that Empire it was. 
believed that Slavery no longer existed. SeNHoR Nasuco had recently paid 
a visit to the PopE, upon the occasion of his Jubilee, and had obtained from 
him a promise that he would issue a special encyclical in favour of emanci- 
pation in Brazil. It was hoped that before the present year closed they 
would be able to record as complete a settlement of the question of Slavery in 
that country as was said to be the case in Cuba.” Since that paragraph was 
written (in February), news had arrived in England that an Act of unconditional 
and immediate Emancipation had been decreed in Brazil, showing that the 
anticipations lately put forward had been more rapidly realised than the 
Society had even dared to hope. This subject would, however, be dealt with 
by the next speaker, in the resolution which would be moved. 

Mr. ARTHUR PEAsE, President of the Society, in rising to move the first 
Resolution, referred to the labours of SENHOR Nasuco, as leader of the: 
Brazilian Abolitionists, and stated that the ANTI-SLAvERY Society had 
always done their best to forward his exertions in the cause of human 
freedom, whenever he had been able to come to England. Brazil was the 
last country in the western world to abolish Slavery, and it was also the 
last Christian country in which that institution had existed. He had 
recently been in Rome, and had seen the presents which had been sent to the 
PorE in commemoration of his Jubilee; but he understood that the Porr 
had stated that by far the most acceptable Jubilee gift which he had received. 
was the news that the Catholics of Brazil had emancipated their Slaves.. 
This event must be a source of the liveliest satisfaction to their friend EpmMunp. 
STuRGE, who had been the life and soul of the AnTI-SLAVERY Society for 
many years past, and with whom all present must sympathise, for he had 
just lost an elder brother, and had thought it better, at his advanced age, 
to stay quietly at home during the yearly meeting. The Society would 
now be able, more particularly, to turn its attention to the difficult task of 
endeavouring to put a check upon the raiding of Arab Slave-hunters in the 
interior of Africa. He thought that if the Pore, who had taken so great 
an interest in the question of emancipation in Brazil, would use his influence 
with the Government of Portugal, and one or two other great nations which 
were still engaged in the trade, much good might be done. He concluded 
by moving :— 

(No.1.) “ That this meeting has heard with feelings of profound thankfulness of the 
gradual extinction of Slavery in the Island of Cuba, and of the passing of an Act of 
Emancipation by the Legislature of Brazil, whereby a million of bondsmen are likely 
soon to receive immediate and unconditional freedom. It tenders to the EMPEROR OF 
Brazit its felicitations that his life has been spared to witness this great triumph of 
civilisation, and offers its warm congratulations to SENHOR Joaquim Nasuco and his 
fellow-workers in the abolition movement in Brazil, on the near completion of 
their work.” 

Dr. Cust, both as a Member of the Committee of the ANTI-SLAVERY 
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Society and of the BRITISH AND ForEIGN BIBLE Society, was glad to second 
the Resolution. Some ten years ago he had had a considerable amount of 
intercourse with the EMPEROR OF BraziL, who was not only a great Emperor, 
but also a scholar, and a man of benevolent disposition. 

The Resolution was then put and carried. Mr. W. H. Wy be (late head 
of the Consular and Slave-Trade Department of the Foreign Office) said that 
for twenty years he had had control of the Department in the Foreign Office 
which dealt with the question of suppressing the Slave-Trade. During that 
time no less than 60,000 Slaves were shipped annually from West Africa to 
Brazil and Cuba. That traffic had been completely suppressed, mainly owing 
to the exertions of the ANnTI-SLAvERY SociETy. At one time, he had, 
perhaps, looked upon the Society as a bore, but the time came when he saw 
its great necessity, and he had done his best to further its efforts. Now news 
had arrived of the abolition of the status of Slavery itself in those two great 
countries to which he had alluded, and this was another proof of the value of 
“ pegging away.” The Foreign Office only moved by outside pressure ; and 
acted in response to public opinion expressed in meetings such as this. 
The Slave-trade had vanished from the West Coast of Africa, although it 
had been carried on by subjects of European nations, and were they to give 
up the cause on the East Coast, where it was carried on by Mohammedan 
tribes? If it could be suppressed in the former instance, it could most 
certainly in the latter, and he urged the Society “to keep pegging away,” for 
by doing so they would in time succeed in their efforts to extinguish it on 
the East Coast. He concluded by moving :— 

(No. 2) “That this meeting deplores the increase in the Slave-trade in Eastern and 
Central Africa, and desires to urge upon Her Majesty’s Government the necessity of 
obtaining from Portugal a guarantee that British merchants and British subjects shall 
have free access by way of the mouths of the Zambesi to the Nyassa districts with a 
view to the development of the resources of the country and the suppression of the 
Slave-trade.” 

The Rev. J. C. YARBoRouGH, late of the Universities’ Mission on Lake 
Nyassa, seconded the Resolution, pointing out from personal experience the 
great number of Slaves which were annually crossing that lake. During his 
residence in the district no less than 20,000 Slaves must annually have passed 
within a very short distance of the Mission Station. He thought that 
perhaps some good might be done towards suppressing this traffic if the names 
of the leading Slave hunters could be published in Zanzibar, for there were 
some in that island who, although deemed highly respectable, were secretly 
engaging in the Slave-trade. Whilst in Zanzibar a dhow was captured 
containing Slaves, who turned out to be the property of an Arabian widow, 


~who_made great profession of her horror of the Slave-trade. 


Captain Swann, of the London Missionary Societies Mission on Lake 
Tanganyika, supported the Resolution in a telling speech. From 12,000 to 
15,000 Slaves annually marched past his door, and he was powerless to stop 
them or help the Slaves in any way. He told of tribe after tribe which had 
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been annihilated, of districts which a few years ago were filled with teeming 
populations, but which had now become a wilderness under the ruthless hand 
of the Arabs. He denounced the attempt made recently to exalt the 
Mohammedan religion, and described the way in which the Arabs carried out 
their plans. They would settle amongst a large negro tribe, making friends, 
and purchasing ivory. Here they would stay for perhaps two years, then 
they would pick a quarrel, and capture the men whom they would compel to 
carry their ivory down to Zanzibar. He gave an instance where at Zanzibar 
the Consul had allowed a caravan of Slaves three days in which to get clear 
away. It was true that the Slaves were asked if they were Slaves, and 
replied that they were not, but what else could they say? They were nearly 
a thousand miles from their homes, and had nowhere to go to, so they were all 
allowed to depart. The African Lakes’ Company were doing a great work in 
the interior. Its agents neither engaged in the liquor traffic nor in the trade 
in guns. Every tusk of ivory which they bought meant the saving of the 
life of one Slave ; and it ought to be encouraged in every possible way. He 
could not agree that the publication of the names of the Slave hunters would 
do any good, but rather the reverse. The missionaries knew the names of the 
Arab Slavers, but if he were to mention their names, in less than a month the 
news would be reported in Zanzibar, and the missionaries would be killed.. 
The Portuguese ought not to be allowed to control the mouths of the River 
Zambesi, so as to prevent the free passage of British subjects. They were 
only allowed to remain in the interior by the favour of the natives, 
to whom they were obliged to pay an annual tribute—a fact which was 
probably not much known in England. During their ten years’ work in. 
Central Africa, the missionaries of the London Missionary Society had never 
had the least quarrel with the natives, nor had they ever had occasion to 
lift up a hand against them. He would probably die in Africa, but he 
would gladly lay down his life in the cause of Christianity and human 
freedom. 

The Resolution was agreed to, and, on the proposition of Mr. GEorGE 
PALMER, seconded by Mr. James Cxiark, the following Resolution was also. 
adopted :— 


(No. 3) “ That this meeting commends the work of the ANTI-SLAVERY SocIETy to. 
the support of all friends of the oppressed, and urges them to afford it such materiak 
and moral aid as may lie in their power.” 


A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the proceedings. 


A copy of Resolution No. 2, signed by the Chairman, Sir R. N. Fow er, 
was forwarded to Lorp Sauisspury, enclosed in the following letter :— 
BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 
55, New Broap STREET, Lonpon, E.C., 
24th May, 1888. 
To the Right Honourable THE Marquis oF Satispury, K.G., &c., &c. 
Her Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 
My Lorp Marouts,—I have the honour to forward copy of a Resolution passed at a 
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joint meeting of the ANTI-SLAVERY AND ABORIGINES’ PROTECTION SOCIETIES, held last 
evening, respecting the action taken by Portugal with regard to the navigation of the 
mouths of the Zambesi River. 

The Anti-SLavery Society has always maintained that the introduction of 
legitimate commerce into Africa, is one of the surest ways gradually to put a stop to 
tthe abominable Slave-trade, and therefore it views with alarm any attempt to cripple 
‘the enterprise of British merchants in the Nyassa district by the imposition of burden- 
some transit dues on the part of the Portuguese Government. 

The members of the Society, assembled in their Annual Meeting, felt desirous of 
‘confirming by the accompanying Resolution, the steps already taken by a Deputation 
of their Committee, in conjunction with representatives of other bodies, in bringing 
this important question before your Lordship’s notice.—I have the honour to be your 


Lordship’s faithful servant. 
CHAS. H. ALLEN, Secreéary. 


(Reply.) FOREIGN OFFICE, DowWNING STREET, 
May 31st, 1888. 

S1r,—I am directed by the Marquis oF SALISBURY to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 24th inst., respecting the action taken by Portugal with regard to the 
navigation of the mouths of the Zambesi, and its effect on the suppression of the 
‘Slave-trade in the interior of Africa. 

As your Society is aware, Her Majesty’s Government are taking all the steps in 
their power with a view to giving effect to the wishes expressed in the Resolution 


passed on the 23rd inst., of which a copy is enclosed in your letter.—I am, &c., 
P. W. CURRIE. 








A SLAVE CARAVAN. 


THE Bosphore Egypttén, June ist, publishes the following letter, the details 
of which are rather surprising :— 

“T have just come back from Siwah, where I accompanied a caravan of 112 
‘camels loaded with merchandise from El Fasher, in Darfour, by Selima, and which 
‘was going to Zaouia-de-Djerboub. ‘The load was composed of ostrich feathers, ivory, 
gold dust, and about 200 Slaves!” 

Where were these Slaves going? We hope that Colonel SCHAEFFER will be 
able to enforce the law against these Slave-dealers ; but the Egyptian frontier 
must be a long and difficult one to guard. 








Sir henry Taylor on Colonial Administration. 


As most of our readers are aware, the Committee of the ANTI-SLAVERY 
Society have recently issued an historical summary of its long and laborious 
contest with that form of Slavery—in some cases presenting some of the 
features of the Slave-trade itself—which, under the name of contract immigrant 
labour, has been from time to time carried on with more or less of sanction 
by Her Majesty’s Government. 

Although in this action the Society has but fulfilled one of the objects of 
its existence, that of protecting the liberties and rights of the emancipated 
‘Slaves of our colonies, they have not infrequently been charged, by what are 
‘termed the colonia] interests, with assuming to themselves duties which were 
-outside their sphere. 

Though we never doubted either the soundness or the necessity of this 
«department of their work, it affords us no small satisfaction to quote the views 
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of the late Sir Henry Taytor, as given in his correspondence recently- 
published. 
‘ [Exrracr LeTrerR FROM Henry Tayior To Earv GRey.] 

CoLontaL OrFicE, May 6th, 1852. 

& a 5 % a} ae 

“On one or two points I should wish your paper enlarged rather than abridged, 
and especially on the doctrine of leaving the colonies to govern themselves. 

“T have long wished to see some authentic and impressive statement of some truths 
on this subject, which are rather involved in your views than developed : i 

“rst. That leaving a colony to govern itself means, in the case of many colonies, _ 
leaving a dominant party to govern the rest. 

“2nd. That the discontent engendered by the interference of the Home Govern- 
ment is in those cases the discontent of the dominant few (who can alone make them- 
selves heard in this country) an interference exercised for the protection of the helpless 
and ignorant many. 

“3rd. That it is for the ease, interest, and advantage of every Home Government 
for the time being to leave the colonies to be governed by dominant factions, however 
oppressively or corruptly, and that it is only in some sense erroneous or correct of public 
duty, opposed to its ease, interest, and advantage, which can lead the Home Govern- 
ment to exercise interference. 

“4th. That, even where the welfare of ignorant and unrepresented populations 
does not require the Home Government to control the local legislatures, there is 
another consideration which may require it, which consideration is the honour of the 
Crown, and that so long as the Crown is a branch of the legislatures—that is, so long 
as the colonies are colonies—it must be the duty of the Ministers of the Crown to 
prevent the Crown from becoming a party to acts of injustice and dishonesty and bad 
faith. 

“It appears to me to be important to dwell upon these points in a defence of your 
administration, because the continued cry has been about meddling, and, if the instances 
which have led to this cry were to be sifted, I believe they would fall under the heads 
[ have mentioned. Within my own knowledge there would be the resistance to the 
reduction of salaries guaranteed by law in British Guiana (injustice); the levy of 
import duties on goods consumed by the labourers for the purpose of raising funds to 
bring immigrant labourers to compete with them (injustice) ; the bringing of ignorant 
immigrants from uncivilised countries on any terms, and in any way that they could be 
got (injustice and dishonesty) ; the withdrawal in Jamaica of revenue pledged by law to 
the payment of the public debt (dishonesty), and I dare say many others if I had not 
forgotten them.” 

© = = f =} * 

Our readers hardly need be told that Sir Henry Taytor held during his 
long life a position of the highest eminence in literary circles ; but it has been 
comparatively little known that, for nearly half a century, he filled the most 
important and responsible positions on the permanent staff at the Colonial 
Office. 

His judgment, as revealed in this correspondence shews his mind to have 
been of a singularly dispassionate character. It is, perhaps, needless to add 
that these opinions were not such as were likely to promote his personal ease 
or convenience, or to commend him to most of the many colonial administra- 
tions under which he served. 
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REVIEWS. 
Tropical Hfrica.* 


By Proressor Henry E. Drummonp, F.R.S.E. 
(Author of “NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLD.”) 

‘Tuis little volume of 228 pages contains more information about Africa than 
is to be found in many of the large tomes that have been published of late 
‘years. There are also four maps, one of which, showing large districts of 
country depopulated by the Slave-trade, affords a very mournful interest. 
Professor DRUMMOND travelled by way of Zanzibar and the Zambesi and Shiré 
rivers to Lake Nyassa. He travelled for information, and that information he 
lays before his readers in a graphic and charming style, of which the following, 
from his opening chapter, is a good specimen, and shews the impressions 
produced upon him by his first visit to the heart of the dark continent :— 


“Into the heart of this mysterious Africa I wish to take you with me now, and let 
me magnify my subject by saying at once that it is a wonderful thing to see. It isa 
wonderful thing to start from the civilisation of Europe, pass up these mighty rivers, 
and work your way into that unknown land—work your way alone, and on foot, mile 
‘after mile, month after month, among strange birds and beasts and plants and insects, 
meeting tribes which have no name, speaking tongues which no man can interpret, till 
you have reached its secret heart, and stood where white man has never trod before. 
It is a wonderful thing to look at this weird world of human beings—half animal, half 
‘children—wholly savage and wholly heathen ; and to turn and come back again to 
‘civilisation before the impressions have had time to fade, and while the myriad problems 
of so strange a spectacle are still seething in the mind. It is an education to see this 
sight—an education in the meaning and history of man. To have been here is to have 
lived before MENEs. It is to have watched the dawn of evolution. It is to have the 
great moral and social problems of life, of anthropology, of ethnology, and even of 
theology, brought home to the imagination in the most new and startling light.” 


Professor DRUMMOND, as was to be expected in such a journey, came across 
the track of the Slave hunter, and we wish we had space to reproduce his 
pictures of the terrible sights he was compelled to witness. He confirms all 
that has been repeatedly stated of late by the ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, on the 
testimony of official residents and private travellers, that the Slave-trade has 
greatly increased in Central Africa. Wedo not quite agree with Professor 
DrummMonp that the Slave-trade depends for its existence almost entirely upon 
the ivory traffic. We are aware that Professor Linpsay, and other speakers at 
the Conference at Manchester, exptess similar views, and on the face of it 
there would appear to be a strong connection between the collecting of tusks 
of ivory and the collection of wretched Slaves to carry these treasures to the 
coast. Still we must express our belief that if there were no more tusks of 
ivory to be carried, the Slave gangs would still wend their weary way to the 
coast. Ivory is not brought down to the Red Sea by Slave gangs to any large 
extent, if at all, but Slaves crossthe Red Sea ina never-ending stream. So long 
as the demand exists in such countries as Turkey, Arabia, Persia, &c., and so 
long as Slaves are wanted to till the clove plantations of Pemba, and the sugar 
estates of the islands in the Indian Ocean, so long will the Slave caravans 
leave their bleached bones upon the pathways of Eastern and Central Africa. 
We heartily commend Professor DRUMMOND’s most interesting little volume 
to our readers. The very low price at which it is published places it within 
the reach of all. 





* London: HoppDER & STOUGHTON. 
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The Land of the Pink Pearl ;s 


Or, RECOLLECTIONS OF LIFE IN THE BAHAMAS.* 


Tuis is a curious but interesting book, and ought to produce some beneficial 
action on the part of Her Majesty’s Government towards the coloured people 
of the Bahama Islands. Briefly stated, the ‘“ Pink Pearl” is a native of those 
islands, being the produce of a large mollusc, in which it is found embedded 
in the flesh, and not as an excrescence upon the inner shell, as in white pearls. 
It is very rare and valuable, and many thousands of molluscs may be opened 
without finding a single specimen, so that the fishing for them is extremely 
precarious. 

Mr. Pow Es is a man with a grievance, and we really believe that he has 
a strong case for the sympathy of the public, before whom he has laid his 
interesting narrative. One of the principal industries of the Bahamas is the 
sponge fishery, and the account given by Mr. Pow es of the manner in which 
this trade is carried on is a disgrace toa British colony. The ¢vuck system, 
which is in full force in these islands, is of so abominable a nature that 
Mr. PowLes would appear to be justified in his assertion that Slavery still 
exists under the British flag. We have only room for the following short 
quotation, but we are glad to learn that the ANTI-SLAVERY SocIETy has 
brought the matter before some influential members of the House of Commons, 
and we trust that the object for which this book was written, namely, the 
appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire into the abuses now existing 
under local government in the Bahamas, may be carried out. 

“ Through the truck system, the benefit derived from these sources by the working 
man is not only reduced to a minimum, but he is virtually kept in bondage to his 
employer. The sponger and turtler are the greatest sufferers, because they are kept 
under seamen’s articles all the time. Let us follow the career of one of these 
unfortunates from its commencement. He applies to the owner of a craft engaged in 
the sponge or turtle fisheries, generally in the two combined, to go on a fishing voyage. 
He is not to be paid by wages, but to receive a share of the profits of the take, thus 
being theoretically in partnership with his owner. At once comes into play the 
infernal machine which grinds him down and keeps him a Slave for years and years— 
often for life. His employer invariably keeps, or is in private partnership with some 
one else who keeps, a store which exists principally for the purpose of robbing the 
employé, and is stocked with the off-scourings of the American market—rubbish 
unsaleable anywhere else. As soon as a man engages he has to sign seaman’s articles, 
which render him liable to be sent on board his vessel at any time by order of a 
magistrate. He is then invited and practically forced to take an advance upon his 
anticipated share of profits.” 

Mr. Pow tes’ personal grievance occupies a very small portion of his 
interesting volume, being relegated to the Appendix. Soon after his arrival 
in the island, he had the temerity to carry out what he considered to be even 
justice between black and white, and sent a white man to prison for striking 
a black woman—an offence which appears to be very common in the islands, 
and had hitherto been punished by a small fine, though if a black committed 
an assault he had to undergo a considerable term of imprisonment. It is not 
our business to enter into the personal questions involved in this matter ; suffice 
it to say the dominant whites soon made the islands too hot to hold a man who 
had attacked one of their order, and the House of Assembly very meanly 
refused to pay him the passage money which had been promised when he 
accepted the post from the Colonial Office at home. We think that 
Mr. Pow es has just grounds of complaint, and that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment ought to take some steps not only to procure the amelioration of the 
coloured natives, who now groan under the infamous truck system, sanctioned 
by the law as carried out in the Bahamas, but to investigate the charges made 
by Mr. Pow es against the Legislature in those islands. 








. By L. D. POWLES, late Stipendiary Magistrate in the Bahama Islands. (Sampson Low). 
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Obituary. 
THE LATE CHARLES STURGE. 


THE death of the late Mr. CHARLES STURGE, formerly associated with the late. 
well-known philanthropist, JosepH STuRGE, in business in Birmingham, 
is an event that deserves to be chronicled in this Journal. Mr. Sturce 
attained the venerable age of 87, and during his active life had filled the. 
office of Mayor of Birmingham, and was an earnest supporter of the. 
Anti-Slavery, Temperance, and Peace causes. The Anti-Slavery work, so 
long carried on by his distinguished brother JosEPH, has for many years 
been continued under the able direction and care of his younger brother: 
EpmunD, the ever active and statesman-like Chairman of the ANTI-SLAVERY 
SocrEty, and the sole survivor of this philanthropic band of brothers. Long 
may he continue to hold that influential post. 


MR. WALTER MONTAGU KERR. 


THE early death of this interesting young explorer is much to be deplored, 
for his heart was given to Africa, and we hoped to have heard of his further 
discoveries in the heart of the Dark Continent. The striking illustration of 
a Slave gang seen by him on his Zambesi journey, and published in his 
interesting volumes entitled Zhe Har Jntertor, has made him our debtor, 
for he cheerfully gave us permission to transfer this latest drawing of the 
actual work of the Arab pirates to the pages of the REPORTER. Mr. KERR 
contracted fever in his adventurous journey from the Cape to Nyassa, from 
which he never quite recovered. It attacked him again when he started on 
his last expedition, in November, 1887, and he returned to die at the early age 
of thirty-six, another victim to the exhausting climate of Africa. Personally, 
we were much interested in the work undertaken by Mr. Kerr, for he laid 
his plans frankly before us, and we gave him a letter to carry to EMIn PAsHa.. 
Now all his wanderings are over, and Africa loses another friend. Mr. MonTaGcu 
KERR was the son of Lord CHARLES LENNOX KERR, and was by profession a. 
Civil Engineer. He was much beloved for his pleasing manners and sterling 
qualities. 


BISHOP PARKER, AND THE REV. J. BLACKBURN. 


THESE two devoted servants of Christ, members of the CHuRcH MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY, died within a few days of each other, in March last, after having 
traversed an unknown route of nearly 400 miles from Rabai to Mamboya, in 
the neighbourhood of the countries south of the Victoria Nyanza. Bishop 
PARKER, who was a young man in the prime of life, was a member of the 
ANTI-SLAVERY Society, having called at the offices of the Society previous to 
his departure for Africa, in order to acquaint himself with the work, and to 
enrol himself amongst its supporters. His early death, so soon after that of 
Bishop HannINGTON, whom he went to replace, is a great blow to the CHuRCH 
MIsstoNnarRY Society. We are glad to find that he was unmarried. It is sad 
to think that Mr. BLacksurwn has left a young widow, who was on the point 
of starting to join her husband, when the sad news of his death arrived. 
It is a great question whether Societies should allow their married 
Missionaries to undertake work in the deadly regions of Equatorial Africa. 
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